
Living a Righteous Life: 
THE LETTER OF JAMES 
 

Lesson Two 
 
The situation that James introduces at the beginning of chapter 2 is not presented as an actual 
occurrence, but a potential problem—playing favorites.  The example that James uses is one that is 
socio-economic in nature.  How is discrimination displayed in James’ example?  What is the reason for 
such discrimination? 

 

James gives us just this one example of discrimination.  What other forms of discrimination does the 
Christian need to guard against? 

 

 

• See Galatians 3:26-28 and 1 Timothy 2:3-4. 

 

What is it that we become when we play favorites? v.4 

 

If not understood correctly, James’ words in v.5-7 could lead to reverse discrimination.  Why is this just 
as dangerous as showing favoritism? 

 

Rather than playing favorites, James encourages the believer to follow what he calls the “royal law.”  
How is “Love your neighbor as yourself” a royal law? 

 

One might argue that James is “making a mountain out of a molehill” – making too big a deal out of 
showing favoritism.  Why is it a big deal?  v.9 

 



To those trying to defend their actions, verses 10 through 12 are illogical.  How so?  Yet, why is what 
James writes here true?   Consider Matthew 5:48 

 

In verses 12 and 13, James returns to the concept of “the law that gives freedom.”  If this is a reference 
to the Gospel, how can we be judged on the basis of the Gospel? 

 

How does the Christian display “mercy”? 

 

As we look back over the first half of this chapter, the idea of mercy triumphing over judgment is being 
championed by James.  Where does v. 13b find its ultimate fulfillment? 

 

The heart of the book of James is found in 2:14ff—faith and deeds.  The Evangelical Heritage Version 

takes a unique approach to translating the word πίστις by using quotation marks – “faith.”  What is this 
faith that is unaccompanied by works? 

 

James begins verse 14 with the words, “What good is it?”  He is actually pointing out a rather serious 
situation.  Why is this worse than one might think at first glance? 

 

Agree/Disagree?  The Apostle Paul would not have taken exception to James’ assertion that  
“faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 

 

The challenge that we face when it comes to faith is that we cannot see what is in someone’s heart.  This 
is something that only God can see.  Jesus was able to see the faith (or lack thereof) of those who came 
to him.  But Jesus did say that there will be evidence of faith wherever it is to be found.  Complete the 
following words of Jesus: 

• “By this everyone will _________________ that you are my ______________________, if you 

___________________ one another.” 

• “I am the ____________; you are the __________________. If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much __________________; apart from me you can do ________________.” 



• “A __________  ___________cannot bear bad ____________, and a bad _________ cannot 

bear ____________  _____________.” 

Is knowledge that God exists the same as faith?  v.19  Explain your answer. 

 

What does it mean that Abraham’s faith was “made complete” by his actions? 

 

If James believed that works somehow were needed to “complete” faith, or that we are saved by a 
combination of faith and works, he would not have included the words of verse 23.  What is the plain 
point of this particular verse?  

 

Agree/Disagree?  “There is no such thing as a dead faith.” 

 

In Romans 1:17, the Apostle Paul writes, “The righteous will live by faith.”  Does that message stand in 
opposition to anything written in James 2?  Explain. 


